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July 28, 2021 
 

 
VIA USPS & EMAIL 
jpdumont@chapman.edu; markenne@chapman.edu; jhill@chapman.edu 

Janine P. DuMontelle 
Vice President & General Counsel 
CHAPMAN UNIVERSITY 
Office of Legal Affairs 
One University Drive 
Orange, California 92866 
 
RE: Notice of Vaccine Injuries 
 Notice of Civil & Criminal Liability 

Third Cease and Desist 
Litigation Hold 

  
 
Ms. DuMontell:  
  

As you may recall, in May of this year, my colleagues and I reached out to you, Dean 
Hill, Professor Kennedy, and Chapman University’s Board of Trustees to inform you of the 
various violations of law and ethics your proposed “return to campus” / COVID-19 vaccine, 
testing, segregation, surveillance, , et al. mandates (hereinafter collectively “Policies”) presented.  
As you may recall, you immediately responded to explain there had been a “misunderstanding by 
some members of our community” and the University had “not mandated vaccines.  Rather, the 
University’s “placement sites” had, and Dean Hill simply “intended to notice [] students of the 
requirements by placement sites.”  Recall that we responded by informing you that your response 
was not satisfactory – in reality, practice, or law – and that the University needed to retract its – 
or “the sites’” – Policies and issue a formal retraction with explanation to its entire community 
(students, faculty, staff, families). 

 
Notice of Vaccine Injuries & Liability  
 

Despite these warnings, neither you nor Dean Hill, Professor Kennedy, nor any member 
of the University’s Board, Faculty, or Staff did any of the foregoing and – as forewarned – as a 
direct and proximate result, students have received the vaccines at the University’s behest and 
have been injured.  To wit, here are two links to posts by the mother of pre-medical student, 
Madeline Johnson, who is currently suffering from neurological harms caused by her vaccine:  

https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-madeline-johnson-recover-from-a-vax-
injury?utm_campaign=p_cp+share-
sheet&utm_medium=copy_link_all&utm_source=customer 
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https://www.instagram.com/marah_johnson/ 

 
As a result, you are hereby on notice that you – personally and in your representative 
capacity, as well as the University, its Board members, and all involved Administrators, 
Faculty, and Staff – will be held responsible for these foreseeable, preventable, senseless 
injuries.  There are hundreds of other students like Ms. Johnson suffering similar – and worse – 
harm as a direct and proximate result of the Policies.  We are in the process of gathering details 
of these students’ individual accounts and will be contacting you shortly to discuss them, as well.   
 
Notice of Civil & Criminal Liability 

 
As we informed you previously, the 1986 Public Readiness and Emergency Preparedness 

Act (“PREP Act”) provides immunity from liability for claims of loss caused, arising out of, 
relating to, or resulting from administration or use of countermeasures to entities and individuals 
involved in the development, manufacture, testing, distribution, administration, and use of such 
countermeasures, except for willful misconduct.1  Per the Act, “covered” individuals or entities 
include licensed health professionals authorized to administer covered medical countermeasures, 
and “other individuals identified in the declaration by the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) to prescribe, dispense, or administer covered countermeasures, including the 
COVID-19 vaccine.”2  In March 2020, the Secretary of the HHS issued a PREP Act Declaration 
covering COVID-19 tests, drugs and vaccines providing liability protections to manufacturers, 
distributors, states, localities, licensed healthcare professionals, and others identified by the 
Secretary who administer COVID-19 countermeasures.3  Chapman does not fall under any of 
these definitions and, therefore is not shielded from liability for injuries suffered as a result of 
vaccines mandated by it.   

 
Even if the University did fall under one of the “covered” actors, given the numerous 

warnings we have given it, to date, its acts certainly rise to the level of knowing, dangerous, and 
willful misconduct sufficient to remove it from immunity.  To be clear: Chapman is and will be 
held liable civilly and criminally for the injuries suffered by its community members as a 
result of its Policies.  Please bear in mind that minors matriculate through your University.  As 
such, Chapman is charged with their care and safety and can and will be held criminally liable 
under Penal Code, Section 273a for child endangerment should it continue to enforce its 
Policies and minors suffer.  Similarly, although we have not heard of any deaths resulting from 
Chapman’s Policies – yet – in the unfortunate event that we do, Chapman will also face charges 
of involuntary manslaughter under Penal Code, Section 192b.   
 

 

1 42 U.S. Code § 247d–6d - Targeted liability protections for pandemic and epidemic products and security 
countermeasures (https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/247d-6d) [as of July 27, 2021] 
2 Ibid.  
3 Declaration Under the Public Readiness and Emergency Preparedness Act for Medical Countermeasures Against 
COVID-19 (https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/03/17/2020-05484/declaration-under-the-public-
readiness-and-emergency-preparedness-act-for-medical-countermeasures) [as of July 27, 2021] 
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Third Cease and Desist 
 

In sum, you are on notice, again, that your Policies are unlawful and inhumane, that 
you are not immune from civil or criminal liability for any harms suffered as a result, and, 
now, your Policies are actually causing serious bodily injuries that may likely lead to death, 
and we are prepared to prosecute the same.  Therefore, immediately cancel and formally and 
publicly retract your Policy with an explanation as to why, by close of business Friday, July 
30, 2021, or be prepared to suffer the consequences of pursuing this insidious, deadly, criminal 
campaign.  

 
 

Litigation Hold 
 
Please note that litigation is extremely foreseeable given your unlawful actions. As such, 

this letter also serves as notice of your and the University’s ethical and legal obligations to 
preserve any and all information – stored in any form, e.g. hardcopy, electronic, metadata, 
photographic, etc. – as well as tangible evidence relating to, inter alia, Ms. Johnson (application, 
enrollment, performance, etc.), Chapman’s COVID-19 and any related policies (development, 
drafting, implementation, oversight, etc.), the University’s efforts, policies, and procedures to 
vaccinate its community, and anything else related to Chapman’s efforts to “mitigate the spread 
of COVID-19.”  Failure to comply with California’s laws regarding the spoliation of evidence 
can result in serious penalties, including exemplary or punitive damages and exclusion of 
evidence at trial, among others, all of which we will similarly not hesitate to enforce, as well.  

 
Should you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact the 

undersigned.  
 

 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
Nicole C. Pearson, Esq.  
LAW OFFICE OF NICOLE C. PEARSON 

 
 
Enclosure(s): n/a 
 
Cc: Professor Kennedy, Dean Hill 
 


